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Message from the Mayor

The nominations have opened for the next
local government elections and will close
at noon on the 20th August.  The elections
take place on the 9th of October.

It has certainly been an interesting and fast
moving 3 years since the last election and
we have enjoyed a period of growth,
probably never seen in the District’s
history.

The Council, with its limited resources, has
been challenged with the pace of change.
The combination of new legislation, rapid
property development, the requirement to
upgrade and renew infrastructure, while
safeguarding environmental values has kept
our minds occupied.

The long-term planning issues associated
with this change have been a catylyst for
more community involvement and
participation.  Council has worked hard in
this area and has devoted considerable
time and resources in these planning
exercises.

During the period, there has been a
significant effort in reviewing core
Financial Policy and a review of the Rating
system following the recent revaluation.

For those of you thinking about getting
involved and putting your
name forward for the
elections, I can tell you it is
an exciting and challenging
time to do so.

Mackenzie is steaming ahead and
it is great to take part in the growth of our
District and region.  There is an
opportunity to learn a range of new skills,

especially in planning and resource
management.

As this will be my last contribution to the
Messenger as Mayor, I would like to thank
you for your support over the last 6 years
and encourage you to get involved in a
growing Mackenzie District.

Stan Scorringe – MAYOR

From Asset Management

Roading
Applications for financial assistance have
been lodged with Transfund NZ for the seal
extension projects listed below.  The value
of the work is estimated at $682,000.

Transfund NZ currently provides the Council
with 67% of the finance required for seal
extensions so it is essential that financial
assistance is obtained.
The Council share of the
cost will be $225,000.
Once Transfund NZ
assistance has been
obtained the work will be
put out for tender.  If the
best price is within the Council's budget then
physical works should commence around
October.

Haldon Rd Stage 2
4.5km, from the current end of seal to the
Snowy Road Bridge.
Lilybank Road Stage 1
1.9km, from SH8 to the first cattlestop.
Lilybank Road Isolated
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Several sections in the vicinity of Boundary and
Washdyke Streams.
Nixons Rd
350m, from the current end of seal to
Gillinghams Bridge.
Monavale Rd
4.2km, from SH8 to Gorge Rd.
The Council also has a Transfund NZ
subsidised budget of $110,000 for roading
minor safety works.  A short list of projects
has been prepared for Council approval and
once this has been achieved work will
commence immediately.

Aggressive Water
The Ministry of Health have detected
traces of metals in some of the District’s
water supplies from water that has sat for
long periods in a brass tap.

The likely cause is mildly aggressive water
which can be corrosive to plumbing
fittings.  If aggressive water lies in fittings
for too long, it may accumulate traces of
metals.
For this reason, it is wise to flush at least
500ml from a tap that has not been used
for 8 hours or so before using the water for
drinking or food preparation.

A detailed testing and monitoring
programme is required to confirm the
designation of ‘Aggressive Water’ through
the Ministry of Health.  Council has not
embarked on this programme at this stage.

Water Connections to Vacant Sections
In Twizel, there are a number of sections
that had dwellings on them, connected to
the town water supply, which were
removed at the end of the project.

Whilst the original connections are still in
place, in many cases, they do not meet the
durability requirements of the Building

Code ie: Building elements must, with only
normal maintenance, continue to satisfy the
performance requirements of the code for
the life of the building, being not less than
50 years.

A number of the fittings (and in some cases,
the pipe as well) are at the end of their
useful life.  Rust tends to build up in the
galvanised iron components of the old water
connections that have not been used for a
long time to the extent that they restrict,
and in some cases completely block the
flow.

What this means to the landowner
contemplating building on one of those
sections, is that the water connection has to
be replaced at the time of building on the
property to comply with the code.  The cost
of this work is borne by the landowner.

Mackenzie Tourism News
Tourism is on the up and up.

Today: The Commercial Accommodation
Monitor (CAM) is an independently collated
indicator of accommodation guest nights in
the different regions of New
Zealand - graph
shows guest nights in
the Mackenzie
compared to other
Canterbury based
District and Regional Tourism Organisations.
The Mackenzie guest nights (360,368) make
up 1% of CAMs total guest nights, in New
Zealand, (30,158,662) for the year ending
May 2004.

Tomorrow: The Tourism Research Council
of New Zealand (TRCNZ) confirms that total
tourism expenditure is forecast to increase
from $11 billion in 2002 to $17.3 billion in
2009, up 58% or $6.3 billion.  Of this
increase, the majority $5.6 billion is
expected from international visitors and
$0.7 billion from domestic.
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Accomodation Guest Nights

International visitor arrivals are forecast to
increase by 47% from 2 million in 2002 to 3
million in 2009, averaging 5.7% per annum.

Regions relying more on international
visitors are expected to achieve greater
growth in visitor nights.  Auckland region,
being the major gateway for international
visitors, will receive additional 10.8 million
(up 45%) visitor nights, about one-third of
the total increase.  Other regions forecast
with significant growth include Canterbury
(up 4 million), Otago (up 3 million),
Waikato (up 2.5 million), Wellington (up
2.3 million), Bay of Plenty (up 2 million),
Northland (up 1.2 million) and
Nelson/Tasman (up 1 million).

What does this mean for the Mackenzie?
Mackenzie guest nights total 360,368 (for
the year ending May 2004).  Thos means
that on average of 987 people stay every
night in the Mackenzie.  As our guest nights
make up approximately 1% of total New
Zealand guest nights, our share of the
annual tourism expenditure ($11billion in
2002) is estimated at $305,753 per day (or
$310 per person per day).

Building Inspector

This is a reminder that in April 2003 new
regulations concerning the installation of
automatic smoke detection and alarm
systems in residential buildings came into
effect.

All new houses and consented alterations
are now required to have smoke alarms
installed.  Whenever work is carried out on
a dwelling that requires a building consent,

the whole dwelling, not just the altered
area, must be fitted out with smoke alarms.

The rules allow smoke alarms to be battery
powered and not interconnected.  However,
they must have a ‘hush’ facility with a 60-
second minimum duration.  They should
have a test facility (usually a button or
switch) that is easily accessible.

Where do I need to install smoke alarms?
Smoke alarms must be located on the escape
routes on all levels within the house.  Alarms
must also be located in areas where people
sleep, either:
a) In every sleeping area, or
b) Within 3 metres of every bedroom door.
The alarms must be audible to sleeping
occupants on the other side of the closed

door.

Smoke alarms are to be installed on or near
the ceiling.

How do I keep my smoke alarms in good
working order?
Every month you should:
a) Confirm that the alarm still works by
 pressing the test facility located on the

outside of the device.  Replace dead
batteries immediately.

b) Gently vacuum the dust that gathers on
the device.  Do not take the alarm apart
or off its mount to do this.

Further information
If you have any questions about smoke alarm
regulations please contact the Building
Inspector or visit the New Zealand Fire
Service website for a range of fire safety-
related information: www.fire.org.nz
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