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Tree Policy
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Council rules for Planting, Pruning and Removal of trees on Council Reserve and Road Reserves
and trees list in the District Plan
1

Introduction

1.1

The purpose of the policy is to recognise the important role that amenity trees play in our
environment and to set guidelines for their pruning, planting and removal.

1.2

All trees on road reserve are the property of the Council. Trees that have been planted by
adjoining landowners with the approval of the Council shall be maintained and trimmed by the
adjoining landowner in accordance with the conditions of approval or as otherwise directed by
the Council.

1.3

Where a significant tree requires removal the appropriate Community Board or Council will be
advised prior to any work being undertaken.

1.4

Self propagating trees (wilding trees), for example, wild fruit trees, pines, willows, and
sycamores can be a nuisance and will generally be controlled or removed when they impact upon
Council roads or reserves

1.5

Good specimens of other species can make a worthwhile contribution to the landscape of the
District and will be retained unless there is good reason for their removal.

1.6

This Policy does not apply to State Highways.

1.7

This Policy shall apply from the date of its adoption by Council

2

Law

2.1

Local Government Act 1974. 316. - Property in Roads
(1) Subject to section 318 of this Act, all roads and the soil thereof, and all materials of which
they are composed, shall by force of this section vest in fee simple in the council of the district in
which they are situated. There shall also vest in the council all materials placed or laid on any
road in order to be used for the purposes thereof.

2.2

Local Government Act 1974. Section 357 - Damage to Roads
Every person commits an offence who, not being authorised by the Council, or by or under any
Act, (a) Encroaches on a road by making or erecting any building, fence, ditch or other obstacle or
work of any kind upon, over, or under the road, or by planting any tree or shrub thereon.

2.3

The Council has significant powers under the Local Government Act 1974 and Public Works Act
1981 to order the cutting down, lowering or trimming of trees on, overhanging or adjacent to
road reserves.

2.4

The Property Law Act 1975 says that owners are responsible for any nuisance or damage their
trees cause to neighbours

2.5

Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003
The purpose of these regulations is to protect the security of the supply of electricity, and the
safety of the public by:
(a) prescribing distances from electrical conductors within which trees must not encroach; and
(b) setting rules about who has responsibility for cutting or trimming trees that encroach on
electrical conductors; and
(c) assigning liability if those rules are breached; and
(d) providing an arbitration system to resolve disputes between works owners and tree owners
about the operation of these regulations.

3.0

Principles Governing the Pruning and Removal of Trees on Roads and Reserves

3.1

Pruning
Trees on Council reserves will be pruned in accordance with the Council’s
policy, generally to:









Abate a nuisance
Ensure the trees do not create a hazard for traffic or pedestrians
Prevent or mitigate damage to pipes or power lines
Manage risk with larger ageing trees
Meet the specification for the removal of inappropriate tree species
Meet any obligations Council has as a good neighbour
Prevent or stop damage to Council and private assets
Maintain specified clearances over roads, driveways and around street and traffic lights and
power wires


3.2

To preserve significant public viewing corridors as seen from the road or footpath
Tree topping





3.3

As a rule Council will not ‘top trees’, i.e. reduce their height.
In exceptional circumstances crown reduction may be considered when:
Tree topping or regular height reduction has been carried out on a particular tree in the past and
other management options are not considered sensible.
For the clearance of high voltage services or to meet other statutory requirements
If the tree or trees form part of a formally planted and maintained hedge
Where the Council has no specific interest in the future maintenance of the tree or trees
Tree Removal






Trees will not generally be removed to maintain private views, remove shading or for the control
of leaf litter.
Trees that are dead, dying, or storm damaged will be removed as a priority.
Tree removal may be undertaken where significant public views from the road and footpath are
compromised.
Tree removal may be undertaken to eliminate an ice hazard where trees shade the road.

There is a small range of tree species that will be proactively removed due to the
following factors:
 rapid growth rates
 eventual large size of the tree (in relation to the site)
 prolific at self-seeding
 pose a major risk when ageing
 often colonise or grow on inappropriate sites
 considered a pest plant
4.0

Cost recovery for Discretionary Work, Storm Damage and Potential
Hazards

Where Council agrees that a tree is blocking a view, or shading a property by the occupier of the
property and Council carries out work on the tree the following criteria will apply to cost recovery for
the work:
4.1
Full cost recovery
Re-instatement of views where this is considered to be work of a discretionary nature.
Mitigating the effects of shading where this is considered to be work of a discretionary nature.
Cost recovery, will be agreed to by both parties before work commences.

4.2

No cost recovery

Essential work to mitigate an actual or potential hazard.
4.3

Ability to waive cost recovery

Council will consider the following factors when exercising discretion in relation to cost recovery, or the
requirement to mitigate a nuisance:
 the level of direct benefit to the applicant or Council as a result of the work
 the priority or the need for the work.
 The need for assistance as determined by the Community Board or Council
4.4

Replacement Planting

Where the work is of a discretionary nature and cost recovery is appropriate, Council may also require
an additional contribution for replacement planting. Replacement of trees by the applicant will not
generally be considered due to the ongoing maintenance requirement.
5.0 Tree management
5.1 Shading and re-instatement of views
Council will be a ‘good neighbour’ and will assess Council owned trees, and undertake work to mitigate
a nuisance as defined by The Property Law Act 1975 in response to requests from the occupiers of
properties that are affected by trees on reserves. The cost of the work will be recovered in accordance
with this policy.
The following factors determine the significance of the issue and will be considered when making
decisions on requests for work on trees from the public or a landowner/occupier:
 The wider community’s interests in the maintenance of an aesthetically pleasing environment.
 The value of the tree as a public amenity, including the ability to provide shelter from wind,
 The likely effect (if any) of the removal or trimming on ground stability or the stability of other
trees.
 The historical, cultural, botanical or scientific significance (if any) of the tree.
 The length of time the property owner has resided in the property. Often the applicant has
recently purchased the property and was aware of the trees at the time of purchase.
Council will give full consideration to residents’ concerns
5.2

Overhead Wires

Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003 define the requirements for works associated with
trees and overhead power wires. However, as the owner of these trees, Council will deal with requests
for line clearance on an individual basis.
The permission of Council must be obtained in advance of carrying out any pruning or removal of trees
to clear overhead wires from Council land

5.3

Clearance and Repair of Drains

Where a significant tree is blocking a drain on reserve, the tree takes precedence.
For trees that are not significant trees, the drainage infrastructure will take precedence.
Where a significant tree is blocking a drain the general practice will be to move and relay the drain.
Cost recovery will be at the discretion of Council.
In general there will be no cost recovery for:
 repairs to private drains on reserve (i.e. laterals from private properties to the mains),
 work on private property with the agreement of the property owner, if the fault originated from a
Council tree, and
 work where a tree on private property is damaging a public main (percentage of public mains are
on private property).
Note: Council does not accept liability for damage by tree roots to drives and pathways where these
cross reserves.
5.4

Removal of Large Ageing Trees

Where Council considers large trees to be inappropriate or high risk, the trees will be added to a list of
larger trees for removal and prioritised by their level of risk.
Assessment criteria:
 the condition of the trees,
 previous failure history,
 the potential damage or target if the tree was to fail, the tree species and
 topography or other factors specific to the site.
5.5

Storms and Clearance of Trees

The main priority during storms is to keep roads clear and open. Private access ways and drives are
generally given a lower priority.
Private trees will be cleared from roads but the cost of the work will be recovered from the tree owner.
Cost must be agreed to before work is commenced.
6.0

Planting of Trees on Road Verge

6.1

Only plantings that offer some aesthetic value will be considered. Self propagating species will
not be permitted. Private individuals must consult with Council before any planting is done.

6.2

To avoid winter shading of the road, plantings will generally only be permitted on the southern
side of sections of roads aligned north-west to south-east through to south-west to north-east.

6.3

The applicant shall contact all utility providers to determine the presence and location of
underground and overhead services, (for example; power, telephone, water) and also land survey
marks. The applicant shall be responsible for any damage done to underground and overhead
services and survey marks.

Note: Network South advises that trees must be trimmed when they come within a 4m vertical
separation distance from power wires. If they become too close to the wires they will be trimmed
by the network operator, at the applicants cost.
6.4

All plantings shall be a minimum of 5.0m from the road edge.

6.5

Plantings shall be of species with a mature height not exceeding 5.0m, and shall be spaced not
closer than 5.0m apart.

6.6

Issues including, but not limited to, sight distance, distance from existing access ways, drainage,
known safety concerns, and possible road upgrade plans shall be considered by the Council when
considering applications.

7.0

Trees on Neighbouring Property that Causes a Nuisance

7.1

Trees on adjacent private property may be ordered by the Council to be cut down, lowered, or
trimmed when they overhang or overshadow a road/footpath to such an extent that they cause
damage to the road/footpath or obstruct use of the road/footpath or obstruct the maintenance of
the road/footpath.

7.2

When planting trees within 5 metres of Council property e.g. road verge or footpaths, Section 7.1
should be considered. If in doubt, a Council staff member should be asked to give guidance of
the type of tree to be planted and the distance the tree is to be planted from adjoining boundaries
e.g. road verges or footpaths,

8.0

Heritage trees

Council’s District Plan identifies and provides protection for heritage trees, specimen trees or groups of
trees.
Specifically, the plan decrees the following to be discretionary activities unless they are conducted in
accordance of an approved management plan
 the removal of any protected tree;
 the significant trimming of any protected tree;
 the construction of any building or laying of any underground or overhead services with 5m of
any protected tree;
 paving within 0.5 metres of the base of any protected tree.
These provisions apply to protected trees regardless of whether they are on private or public land.
Attachments:
 Protected Trees Schedule From The District Plan
 District Plan, Appendix O - Other Significant Trees

