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TO: The Registrar 
Environment Court 
Christchurch 
 

1. Genesis Energy Limited (Genesis) wishes to be a party to the appeal 

proceedings lodged by Meridian Energy Limited (the Appellant) in respect of 

the decisions on the Proposed Plan Change 26 (Renewable Electricity 

Generation and Infrastructure) (Plan Change 26) to the Operative Mackenzie 

District Plan (the Plan), which were publicly notified on 5 August 2024 (the 

Decisions Version). 

2. Genesis has an interest in the proceedings that is greater than the interest 

that the general public has in that it owns and operates the existing Tekapo 

Power Scheme (TPS) in the Mackenzie Basin which, depends on the 

sustainable use of the environment regulated by Plan Change 26.   

3. The TPS is a hydro renewable electricity generation scheme located at the 

head of the Waitaki Valley and comprises two power stations (Tekapo A and 

B), Lake Tekapo and its associated inflows, and the Tekapo Canal.  Together 

the TPS and power stations operated by Meridian Energy comprise the 

Waitaki Power Scheme (WPS).  

4. The TPS operates under a suite of resource consents granted by the 

Mackenzie District Council and Canterbury Regional Council (Environment 

Canterbury). 

5. The TPS is critical at both national and regional levels for a secure and 

reliable supply of electricity, generating electricity to power approximately 

120,000 households as well as providing water into Lake Pukaki (which then 

feeds Meridian Energy's Ohau power stations). 

6. Genesis made submissions about the subject matter of the proceedings.  Its 

submissions, dated 26 January 2024, generally supported (with amendment) 

the notified provisions in Plan Change 26.  However, Genesis opposed or 

otherwise sought amendments to provisions that could impact the ongoing 

operation, maintenance and upgrade of the WPS, including the TPS. 

7. Genesis is not a trade competitor for the purposes of sections 308C of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). 

8. Genesis is interested in all parts of the proceedings and the grounds and 

relief sought by the Appellant in its entirety, noting that the appeal is confined 
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to rule REG-R6A which imposes controls new buildings and structures within 

the existing footprint of the WPS. 

9. Genesis generally supports1 the provisions in the Decisions Version.  

However, Genesis supports the grounds and relief sought by the Appellant 

will better provide for the ongoing operation, maintenance and upgrade of the 

WPS, including the TPS, and better ensure that the Plan gives effect to, and 

is more consistent with: 

(a) the purpose and principles of the RMA outlined in Part 2; 

(b) the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation; 

(c) the National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity; 

(d) the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement (and other relevant Ecan 

regional plans);  

(e) integration of the district plan; 

(f) section 32 of the RMA; and 

(g) requirements for district plans set out in sections 72, 74 and 75 of the 

RMA. 

10. Genesis agrees to participate in mediation or other alternative dispute 

resolution of the proceedings. 

 

 
 

Victoria Brunton 
Counsel for Genesis Energy Limited 

 

Date:  7 October 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
Address for service of person wishing to be a party: 

 
1 Genesis notes that it has filed a section 274 notice in opposition of Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of 
New Zealand Inc's appeal against the Decisions of the Mackenzie District Council on Plan Change 26 
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