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Mackenzie District Council 

SUBMISSION FORM 
 

Post, fax, email or hand deliver your submission by 
3pm on Friday, 21 November, 2014 

 

Which bylaw, strategy or policy are your comments about?  Please use a separate 
form for each bylaw or policy that you want to comment on. 
 

 Draft Freedom Camping Strategy 2014 

 Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Dog Control Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Dog Control Policy 2014 

 Draft Mobile Shops and Traders Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Market Place Liquor Ban Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Wastewater Network Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Water Supply Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Downlands Water Supply Bylaw 2014 

Please indicate whether you wish to be heard at a hearing: 
  I wish to be heard in support of my submission  
  I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission 

 
Full name of submitter:  Jill Selbie ________________________________________  

Postal address: PO Box 181 Twizel  7944 __________________________________  

Phone:03 4353122 __________________  Email: dselbie@xtra.co.nz ___________  

Signature:  ________________________  Date: 10/11/2014 __________________  

 
Submissions to the above will be heard at the council chambers in Fairlie on 
Thursday, 27 November, 2014.  If you wish to be heard you will need to keep your 
presentation to 10 minutes maximum. Councillors will have read your written 
submission prior to the meeting. Please note that any submissions made will be 
available to the public and that any hearing and meetings on the draft bylaws, 
strategy and policy will be open to the public. 
 
Please return to the Mackenzie District Council by: 

 posting it to: Mackenzie District Council, PO Box 52, Fairlie 7949 

 emailing it to: submissions@mackenzie.govt.nz 

 faxing it to: (03) 685 8533, or 

 delivering it to the council offices in Main Street, Fairlie or Market 
Place, Twizel. 

 
Enquiries: (03) 685-9010 or 0800 685-8514 
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My submission(s): 
 

LAKE RUATANIWHA SOUTH END 

I have read the draft Freedom Camping Strategy 2014 and the draft Freedom Camping Bylaw  

2014, and fully support and welcome the bylaw that will at long last protect the reserve over the 

road from our home.  In the past it has been an unsightly and unhealthy with the amount of human 

waste and rubbish being left behind.  I commend the Twizel Community Board for placing a  

portaloo down on the Peninsula for the day boaties and picnickers, but I do hope the cleaning  

regime is on a daily basis during the busy Christmas/New Year period especially if the weather 

plays its part.  

Last Saturday night 8th November Don and I noticed tents down by the lake edge on the Peninsula  

and went to investigate. There were about 10 young men, three tents and a fire going.  This was 

their second night. I told them it was a reserve and no camping allowed and that they had to go. 

They had been drinking and didn’t want to move and also pointed out to me that there was no 

signage saying that camping wasn’t allowed.  I had to agree of course and backed down on them  

moving camp, but I did insist they put the fire out.  PLEASE CAN WE HAVE SIGNAGE ON  

THE CAMPING BYLAW AND A TOTAL FIRE BAN SIGN. STRONG CLEAR SIGNS THAT  

CAN’T BE REMOVED OR BLOWN OVER.  

Last Christmas there were three different campers on the peninsula, two on the lake edge and one 

over the back amongst the pine trees.  There were also about 12 young adults camping out of  

sight amongst the trees over the New Year for about three days.  All were asked to move on after I 

had either rung the Council after hours or I had approached them myself.  The portaloo was not 

clean. 

The risk of fire is really scarey for all who live on Max Smith Drive and  I have also noticed that  

 campervans who use the bay,  are by no means all self-contained and the evidence of fires at  

the start of the walking track is very clear.   

While Don and I have agreed to be voluntary warrant officers to help keep the area clear for the  

boaties and picnickers we can’t reinforce something that isn’t clear to freedom campers in the first 

place. 
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Freedom Camping Submission November 2014-11-18 

From – Jim & Nola Cassidy 

1 Pioneer Drive, Lake Tekapo 

 

 

We would like to suggest that the car park opposite our house at 1 Pioneer 

Drive be looked at as campervans with & without toilets, as well as people 

sleeping in cars, use our garden and the lake foreshore as toilets. 

Having lived in this beautiful area for over forty years we feel it is getting worse 

every year. 

It is not only the Tourist, but New Zealanders as well. 

There should be NO OVERNIGHT CAMPING in any residential area in the 

village. 
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Mackenzie District Council 

SUBMISSION FORM 
 

Post, fax, email or hand deliver your submission by 
3pm on Friday, 21 November, 2014 

 

Which bylaw, strategy or policy are your comments about?  Please use a separate 
form for each bylaw or policy that you want to comment on. 
 

 Draft Freedom Camping Strategy 2014 

 Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2014 

Please indicate whether you wish to be heard at a hearing: 
  I wish to be heard in support of my submission (in conjunction with a group 

submission). 
  
Full name of submitter: Lyn Martin _______________________________________  

Postal address: PO Box 14 Lake Tekapo __________________________________  

Phone: 03 6806537 _________________  Email: bruceandlynm@yahoo.co.nz ___  

Signature:     L Martin ________________  Date: 13 Nov 

 
Submissions to the above will be heard at the council chambers in Fairlie on 
Thursday, 27 November, 2014.  If you wish to be heard you will need to keep your 
presentation to 10 minutes maximum. Councillors will have read your written 
submission prior to the meeting. Please note that any submissions made will be 
available to the public and that any hearing and meetings on the draft bylaws, strategy 
and policy will be open to the public. 
 
Please return to the Mackenzie District Council by: 

• posting it to: Mackenzie District Council, PO Box 52, Fairlie 7949 
• emailing it to: submissions@mackenzie.govt.nz 
• faxing it to: (03) 685 8533, or 
• delivering it to the council offices in Main Street, Fairlie or Market 

Place, Twizel. 
 

Enquiries: (03) 685-9010 or 0800 685-8514 
 
 

My submission(s):  
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I support the intent of the Bylaw and accompanying Strategy, but in my opinion it remains 

weak and open to abuse.  The separation of Bylaw and Strategy is also awkward and confusing. 

I agree strongly with the selection of prohibited places, but the Act leaves the remainder of our 

village available for campers.  This seems to be the opposite of the spirit of Freedom Camping 

- rather like having a picnic in your own lounge. 

The Act requires that we welcome certified fully self-contained campers and this is shown by 

permitting some parking in the village.   It is also intended to highlight suitable areas close to 

the township.  Vehicles NOT self-contained will receive a warm welcome at our wonderful 

camping grounds. (They can head for the hills as an option as the Act does not apply to the 

backcountry).  

I don’t believe our community should be in the business of providing facilities for that category 

of freedom camper, a suggestion that has been heard. 

The proposed Strategy talks about ‘appropriate locations’.  How and who decides what is 

appropriate?  Currently there is nothing to prevent camping in the middle of Murray Park - 

it is very attractive, but  appropriate it is not. 

The approach taken by Queenstown Lakes District Council is very clear, leaving no room for 

mis-interpretation.  “Freedom camping within our township, residential areas, parks and 

gardens is not acceptable”. 

That position is also taken by the Thames-Coromandel District, with support from a High 

Court ruling.   The wellbeing of visitors AND residents was considered in this decision.  I 

believe that MDC should be following this proven approach. 

In conclusion, this is not a heavy-handed response.  It is a pragmatic approach to a challenge.  

While recognising that most people may want to do the right thing, experience has taught me 

otherwise and I do not want to see my chosen home open to abuse because the harder decision 

was not made at this time. 
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Mackenzie District Council 

SUBMISSION FORM 
 

Post, fax, email or hand deliver your submission by 
3pm on Friday, 21 November, 2014 

 

Which bylaw, strategy or policy are your comments about?  Please use a separate 
form for each bylaw or policy that you want to comment on. 
 

 Draft Freedom Camping Strategy 2014 

 Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Dog Control Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Dog Control Policy 2014 

 Draft Mobile Shops and Traders Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Market Place Liquor Ban Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Wastewater Network Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Water Supply Bylaw 2014 

 Draft Downlands Water Supply Bylaw 2014 

Please indicate whether you wish to be heard at a hearing: 
  I wish to be heard in support of my submission  

 I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission 
 

Full name of submitter: Nyree Schaar _________________________________  

Postal address: P O Box 210, Twizel ___________________________________  

Phone: 027 222 8156 __________  Email: nyree.schaar@gmail.com ____  

Signature:  ________________________  Date: 18 November 2014 ___________  

 
Submissions to the above will be heard at the council chambers in Fairlie on 
Thursday, 27 November, 2014.  If you wish to be heard you will need to keep your 
presentation to 10 minutes maximum. Councillors will have read your written 
submission prior to the meeting. Please note that any submissions made will be 
available to the public and that any hearing and meetings on the draft bylaws, 
strategy and policy will be open to the public. 
 
Please return to the Mackenzie District Council by: 

 posting it to: Mackenzie District Council, PO Box 52, Fairlie 7949 

 emailing it to: submissions@mackenzie.govt.nz 

 faxing it to: (03) 685 8533, or 

 delivering it to the council offices in Main Street, Fairlie or Market 
Place, Twizel. 

 
Enquiries: (03) 685-9010 or 0800 685-8514 
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My submission(s): 
 

As a family, we have spent many camping holidays in NZ and overseas, in self-contained 

campers, and at times have freedom camped … responsibly. However many of these sites 

that we have camped at have been soiled with human excrement and rubbish. For those of us 

who camp responsibly there are always those that don’t… unfortunately. 

My first concern is with the Wairepo Road, Twizel site, as the owner of the adjacent 

Musterers Hut Café I am very concerned about the resultant rubbish and worse still 

excrement that will be left behind each morning. The playground and mini golf course 

located in front of the café, and only a few metres away from the proposed site, will provide 

the perfect location for people to ‘do’ their business overnight. Is this what we want our local 

and visitors children to come across each morning when they come to the playground to 

play? 

While I own the playground equipment – it is still on council land, will the council staff clean 

this up? 

We will have an influx of people wanting to use the toilets first thing in the morning, our 

toilets are for the use of our customers, and most freedom campers who do at times park in 

our car park overnight invariably come in and use the toilets without buying anything.  

Who will monitor whether these 5 camping spots are being used by self-contained campers 

only? I assume they will not all arrive at 5pm so if a non self-contained camper arrives late 

or after dark, who monitors this? 

Is the council expecting us as Twizel business owners and residents to police this and ask 

them to move on, at the risk of being told to ‘b…..r off’ as we have no official authority? 

The other Twizel Town sight on Mackenzie Drive behind the Mackenzie Four Square is also 

of great concern, not only for the rubbish and excrement, but as a safety issue for our 

children going to school. 

Twizel Area School classes start at 8.50am  and this area is very close to the pedestrian 

crossing that many children use to cross Mackenzie Drive, and take the safer route to school 

via the skate park to avoid the traffic around the Market Place 

Campers will not be expected to vacate this area until 9am – children are walking to school 

around this area from 8.30am, this places them at risk of not only traffic accidents from 

campers moving around at this time but also ‘stranger danger’. A situation that will only 

increase when the Early Learning Centre is built close to this area in the future. 

I know that my concerns focus on those campers who do not camp responsibly, however we 
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need to realize that these sort of campers are around, and yes they do ruin it for others that 

do follow the rules. 

Encouraging freedom camping in town will not mean these campers will spend money in our 

town, it is simply a free site to stay overnight and then move on. Those campers that pay to 

stay the night in one of our fabulous camp grounds are the ones that are far more likely to 

support the town and spend money at local businesses and restaurants. 

I wish to ask the council to reconsider both Twizel Township proposed locations, as I believe 

that the detrimental effects of these campers will far outweigh any advantages. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Nyree Schaar 

Owner of Musterers Hut Café  

Twizel Area School Board of Trustees Chairperson 
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07 November 2014 
 
Mackenzie District Council 
P O Box 52 
FAIRLIE 7949 
 
By email to: submissions@mackenzie.govt.nz 
 

 
NZMCA SUBMISSION ON THE DRAFT FREEDOM CAMPING 

STRATEGY AND BYLAW 2014 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This submission is made by the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc. 

(“the NZMCA”) on the Mackenzie District Council (“the Council”) draft freedom 
camping strategy (“the strategy) and bylaw 2014 (“the bylaw”). The NZMCA is a 
strong advocate for responsible freedom camping in certified self-contained 
(“CSC”) vehicles and the draft bylaw directly affects tens-of-thousands of 
NZMCA members who enjoy freedom camping – many of whom regularly visit 
the Mackenzie District.  
 

2. The NZMCA was established in 1956 to foster and advance the motor caravan 
movement by providing relevant services and information, promoting fellowship, 
vehicle safety, road courtesy and protection of the environment. Today, over 
56,000 New Zealanders are members of the NZMCA and share a passion for 
exploring our country at leisure in their purpose-built motor caravans. 
  

3. Motor caravanning is a traditional recreational activity that enables New 
Zealanders to provide for their social and economic wellbeing. Travelling in a 
CSC motor caravan enables people and the communities they visit to provide for 
their health and safety, while minimising adverse effects on the environment.  

 
SUMMARY AND KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4. The NZMCA supports the main thrust of the strategy and bylaw. We commend 

the Council for proposing a permissive regime and make the following 
recommendation to improve the strategy: 

 
a. Amend Goal 4: the implementation list should specifically include the 

NZMCA as we are a relevant and key stakeholder.  
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GENERAL COMMENT ON THE BYLAW 
 

5. We agree with the staff recommendation to delete sub-clause 9.1 of the initial 
draft bylaw and instead rely on the provisions under new sub-clause 9.1 
(previously 9.2  under the initial draft)1. Our support for new sub-clause 9.1 is 
on the understanding that Council will exercise their power under this provision 
appropriately and only when absolutely necessary. 
 

BENEFITS OF A PERMISSIVE FREEDOM CAMPING MANAGEMENT REGIME 
 
Economic benefits 
 

6. Motor caravanning is worth over $650 million to New Zealand’s economy 
and recent research has reinforced how significant the industry is to local 
economies, in particular those dependent on the tourist dollar. For example; 
 

 A report published in October 2012 concluded campervan hirers in the 
year 2011 spent on average $195 per day during their travels2. The 
Tourism Industry Association came out in support of these findings 
stating campers were contributing to communities all around New 
Zealand, supporting local business and jobs, and their spending was not 
limited to tourism operators rather spread across a wide range of 
businesses in the community; 

 
 In February/March 2014 the Central Otago District Council surveyed 

1,000 campers at popular freedom camping spots across their district.  
According to results: the average camper spent $91 a day while visiting 
the district, 78% were domestic visitors, and 64% over 60 years of age. 
The Council’s Parks and Recreation Manager, Mathew Begg, noted that 
this spend was quite significant to the community3; 

 
 A survey carried out in March/April 2012 at Ferry Road, Taupo (a 

restricted freedom camping area) showed the average motorhome 
visitor spent $401 per visit. Also of note, over 100 local businesses 
signed a petition to the Taupo District Council supporting the 
preservation of freedom camping at this site;  

 
 A survey carried out in March 2012 at the Murchison town centre, by CB 

Marketing Consultants in Nelson, showed the average NZMCA couple 
spent $117 per day in local businesses.  

 
7. The domestic market is undergoing a significant growth phase with the NZMCA 

alone forecasting over 80,000 individual members in the next five years. That 
equates to approximately 50% more domestic motorhomers on the road by the 
year 2020. NZMCA members travel throughout the year, especially off-peak 
seasons, and therefore provide much needed economic benefit to small business 
communities outside the peak holiday periods.  

                                                   
1 As noted on page 19 of Mackenzie District Council Planning and Regulation Committee Agenda for Thursday, October 16, 2014 
2 Understanding the Value Created by Campervan Tourists in New Zealand, COVEC (NZ Market Research Company) 
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Social benefits 
  

8. Areas that permit freedom camping generally suffer less from vandalism and 
other undesirable social behavior as campers provide free security for the area. 
Many community clubs and associations have formed reciprocal relationships 
with the NZMCA allowing our members to park overnight for the security it 
provides to their facilities. This positive benefit from allowing freedom camping is 
frequently overlooked. 
 
Environmental benefits 
 

9. In addition to the benefits associated with CSC camping, NZMCA members value 
the places they stay and take special care to look after and improve them. 
Members regularly volunteer their time with local organisations and authorities 
to tidy up sites, pick up litter, and plant vegetation.  
 

10. The NZMCA would appreciate an opportunity to speak to this submission at the 
hearing. 

 
 

Yours faithfully 
THE NEW ZEALAND MOTOR CARAVAN ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

 
 
James Imlach  
Resource Management Planner 
 
Phone 09 298 5466 ext.705 
Mobile 027 298 5648 
Email james@nzmca.org.nz  
 
Post New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc. 
  P.O Box 72147 
  Papakura 2244 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
3 http://www.odt.co.nz/regions/central-otago/309317/freedom-campers-good-spenders [accessed 16 July 2014] 
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