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Introduction: 
 

5. Enviro Waste Services Limited (EnviroWaste) is the second-largest solid and liquid 
waste management company in New Zealand.   
 

6. EnviroWaste owns and operates significant portions of the Country’s waste 
management infrastructure including landfills, waste treatment facilities, recycling 
facilities and waste transfer facilities. EnviroWaste also provides waste and recycling 
collection services for Councils, businesses and households throughout New 
Zealand.  

 
7. EnviroWaste operates waste and recycling collection services within the Mackenzie 

District. It also operates resource recovery facilities at Fairlie, Twizel and Tekapo. The 
Twizel facility has a sorting facility for recyclables.  

 
8. Class 4 controlled fill sites are operated at the resource recovery facilities managed by 

Envirowaste at Twizel, Tekapo and Fairlie. 
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Figure 1: Twizel Resource Recovery Park at corner of Ostler Road and Hooker Crescent, Twizel 

 
 

9. All refuse needing to go to landfill from the Mackenzie District is transported out of the 
district.  
 

10. As a materials management and resource recovery company, EnviroWaste is committed 
to managing, recovering and processing waste streams to deliver sustainable outcomes.  

 
Scope of Submission 

 
11. EnviroWaste makes this submission on the Strategic Direction section of the District Plan 

changes which are open for submissions until 9 September 2022.  
 

12. Specific comments have been detailed in the table at Appendix 1. 
 
General Comments on the Draft District plan Changes 
 

13. In consideration of the Strategic Directions section of the District Plan, EnviroWaste 
considers that the 2018-2024 Waste Management & Minimisation Plan for the Mackenzie 
District Council is one of the documents that should inform the strategic direction of the 
District Plan. The Waste Management & Minimisation Plan seeks a vision to have “a future 
of minimised waste in the Mackenzie”. One of the objectives in achieving this vision is to 
“Continue to investigate new recycling and waste diversion opportunities”, and to “Provide 
effective and efficient waste services to our communities, including urban residents, rural 
areas, businesses.”  

 
14. To achieve these objectives, existing or planned waste facilities need to have sites that are 

distant to residential properties and any other sensitive receivers. Waste facilities are 
especially vulnerable to reverse sensitivity effects arising from the potential discharge of 
odour, dust and noise from these facilities. There are also frequent numbers of vehicle 
movements with respect to any waste facility.   

 
15. Waste facilities can also take significant resources to design, consent and construct 

facilities that minimise effects on the natural environment and nearby residents. To 
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achieve continuing waste diversion, existing sites are likely to need upgrading to sort and 
handle different waste streams. The equipment required to establish or upgrade a 
modern facility that meets current environmental standards is very capital intensive. 
Accordingly, it is important that waste facilities are recognised and provided for within the 
District, and also that their ongoing operation is protected from reverse sensitivity. 
 

16. Given the above, EnviroWaste acknowledges that while the Strategic Directions section of 
the District Plan is a general overview of the resource management issues faced within 
the region, some of the objectives are so broad that little guidance will be offered by the 
objectives when conflicts arise. Such conflicts may occur when new or improved waste 
facilities are proposed, or residential subdivision is proposed in close proximity to existing 
sites. 

 
17. To ensure that waste facilities are provided for, the infrastructure definition should be 

amended to include waste management and disposal facilities (refer to Appendix 1). This 
will then remove the need to amend UFD-O1 as listed within Appendix 1. Adding to this 
definition also acknowledges that waste management and disposal facilities are an 
essential part of the services needed for a society to function. Further specific waste 
facility definitions can be added when other chapters are reviewed. 

 
18. While we note that there is a Solid Waste Management section under the current district 

plan, we do not see a conflict arising by the inclusion of waste management and disposal 
facilities under the Infrastructure definition, given that they are currently differently 
defined as landfills and utilities. The current rules for utilities are contained in the Utilities 
section with rules regarding their associated depots, and where landfills require a 
Discretionary Activity application.  
 

19. The submitter wishes to be heard in support of this submission.  
 

 

 

Signed for and on behalf of EnviroWaste Ltd: 
 
 
 

                                 
 
 

                      
 
Laurence Dolan                                                             Kaaren Rosser 
Environmental Manager                                     Environmental Planner  
MSc(Hons) Dip Nat Res     BSc, DipNatRes, CPlan, Assoc. NZPI 



  

 

 
 

Section of 
Proposed Plan 

Support/ 
Oppose 

Specific Text 
Identified Relief Sought Reasons 

Part 1 – 
Introduction 
and General 
Provisions 

Section 
Interpretation 

Chapter : 
Definitions 

    

Infrastructure 
definition Support with 

amendments 

Has the same meaning as 
in Section 2 of the RMA (as 
set out below) 
Means - … 

 Addition of ‘…..(m) waste 
processing and disposal 
facilities.’ 

As the definition for infrastructure under the RMA excludes waste processing and disposal facilities, 
the continuance and expansion of these facilities (where necessary, but particularly recycling) needs 
to be included as part of the infrastructure definition in the Strategic Directions chapter. This will 
then allow that infrastructure is ‘recognised and provided for’ as detailed at ATC-O3, but ensure that 
when established, activities which may result in reverse sensitivity effects do not establish in close 
proximity. 

Part 2 – 
District -Wide 
matters 

    

ATC-03 
Infrastructure Support with 

amendments 

The importance of 
infrastructure to the 
District and beyond is 
recognised and provided 
for. 

Additions of new sentence:  
Regionally significant 
infrastructure is protected from 
reverse sensitivity effects 
caused by incompatible 
subdivision, use and 
development. 

The power stations are examples of regionally significant land uses that are difficult or impossible to 
be established in alternative locations. Therefore, they must be protected from reverse sensitivity to 
ensure their ongoing operation. In the future the Mackenzie District may also need to consider 
composting operations for the treatment of the food waste produced in the District. A composting 
facility is often difficult to establish and needs a buffer area in order to avoid reverse sensitivity 
effects.  

UFD – O1 
Urban Form 

and 
Development 

Support with 
amendments 

The District’s townships and 
settlements grow and develop 
in a consolidated way that:  
1. is integrated into, and 
respects the values of the 
surrounding natural and 
physical environment;  
2. achieves good connectivity 
with other parts of the urban 
area;  
3. is supported by appropriate 
infrastructure;  
4. maintains the character of 
each township, and its 
attractiveness to residents, 
businesses and visitors; and  
5. responds to the needs of the 
community, including diversity 
in housing and business 
opportunities. 

Addition at Point 3 if 
infrastructure definition 
addition is not accepted. 
 
3. is supported by appropriate 
infrastructure including waste 
facilities. 

As the definition for infrastructure under the RMA excludes waste processing and disposal 
facilities, the continuance and expansion of these facilities needs to be included in the 
Strategic Directions chapter if the definition of infrastructure is not amended to include 
waste facilities. It should also be noted that consenting a new waste processing facility 
requires long lead-in times, and without locally available infrastructure, the environmental 
and economic cost of haulage becomes significant.  
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