
 
 
 

TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD 
 

Membership: 
Peter Bell (Chairman) 
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Notice is given of the Meeting of the Twizel Community Board  
to be held in the Service Centre, Twizel,  
on Monday 11 March 2013 at 4.00 pm 

 
 
 
 
BUSINESS: As per Agenda attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WAYNE BARNETT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 
6 March 2013 
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TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD AGENDA 
Monday 11 March 2013 

 
 

I APOLOGIES: 
 
II DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
III MINUTES: 
  Confirm and adopt as the correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 28 January 

2013.  
  MATTERS UNDER ACTION 
 
IV REPORTS: 

1. Financial Report – January 2013 
2. Simons Street Trees 
3. Twizel Public Toilets 
4. Ward Member’s Report 
5. Reports from Members who Represent the Board on Other Committees 
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MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD HELD IN 
THE SERVICE CENTRE, TWIZEL  

ON MONDAY 28 JANUARY 2013 AT 4.00 PM 
 
PRESENT: 

Peter Bell (Chairman) 
Kieran Walsh 
Elaine Curin 
John Bishop 
Phil Rive  

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
  Claire Barlow (Mayor) 
  Wayne Barnett (Chief Executive Officer) 

Garth Nixon (Community Facilities Manager)  
Nathan Hole (Manager – Planning and Regulations) 
Bernie Haar (Asset Manager)  
John O’Connor (Utilities Engineer) 
Rosemary Moran (Committee Clerk) 

 
 
I APOLOGIES: 
 
 There were no apologies; 
 
 
II DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 
 Cr Bishop declared his interest in the agenda item High Country Medical Trust. 
 
 
III MINUTES: 

 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Twizel Community Board held on 10 
December 2012 be confirmed and adopted as the correct record of the meeting. 

Elaine Curin/Phil Rive 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
 
1. Twizel Events Centre – Carpet: 

It was directed that this issue to be retained on the list of Matters Under Action. 
 
2. Fencing of Greenways: 

Phil Rive advised that he had obtained two quotes for fencing of greenways on 
Mackenzie Drive. 
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Resolved: 
 
1. That the quote from RAD Building for $4,856.05 including GST, for fencing 

the greenways between Mackenzie Drive and Hunter Crescent and Mackenzie 
Drive and Falstone Crescent be accepted. 

 
2. That the consideration of the second quote from RAD for the fencing of 

greenways opposite the Fire Station and Omahau Crescent on Mackenzie 
Drive be deferred until the preferred sites have been confirmed. 

Peter Bell/John Bishop 
 
3. Security Cameras: 

The Community Facilities Manager advised that two of the three cameras were 
functioning. 
 

4. Litter Bins at the Southern Entrance to Twizel: 
The Community Facilities Manager said he had left messages for Mr Hocken to 
ask him for a contribution to the installation of litter bins but had been unable to 
reach him to date. 

 
5. Untidy Section at 212 Mackenzie Drive: 

The Manager – Planning and Regulations said he was confident that many of the 
issues which had been raised with the Community Board could be dealt with 
under the Resource Management Act 1991.  It was his intention in the first 
instance to invite the owners of the untidy section to discuss the matter before 
resorting to enforcement action if necessary. 
 
He said the Council could deal with non-complying buildings through the District 
Plan and the Building Act.  He advised that a letter had been sent to the owners of 
the section.   
 

MATTERS UNDER ACTION:  
1. Area Behind Tekapo Drive 

The Community Facilities Manager advised that the work was expected to be 
completed by 31 January 2013.  He noted there was a large quantity of mulch 
available for use and also an opportunity to screen top soil. 

 
2. Fire Risk Sections: 

It was agreed that with regard to the current season, the owners of fire risk sections 
within the Township only (not Tussock Bend) be written to and asked to clear them 
immediately or risk being on-charged for the contractor’s mowing costs.   

 
The Community Board agreed that a policy for dealing with fire risk sections in the 
future should be established. 

 
Resolved: 
 
1. That the following policy for dealing with fire risk sections be adopted: 

• That in future all fire risk sections in the RES 1 and RES 2 zones in Twizel 
be mowed by 30 November. 

• That the owners of fire risk sections not mowed by 30 November be on-
charged the contractor’s mowing costs. 
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• That advice of the policy be published well in advanced of the fire risk 
season in the Mackenzie Messenger sent out with the August rates invoices 
(Instalment I) and in the Twizel Update. 

Peter Bell/Elaine Curin 
 

2. Signage Strategy: 
 The Asset Manager advised that a further price for the signs had been obtained 

which was $1,500 above budget.  He said that if the owner of the Camping Ground 
agreed to contribute a third share, the cost to the Board could remain within 
budget. 

  
4. Market Place Upgrade – Design Review  

The Asset Manager advised that the project had been put out to tender and that two 
prices had been requested- one for completion of the project by the end of April 
2013 and the other by November 2013.  He explained that this had been done in 
light of recent high quotes received for some work because of contractors’ 
commitments in Christchurch and to the Genesis canal repair project. 

  
 

IV REPORTS: 
 

1. TWIZEL WATER SUPPLY: 
 

This report from the Utilities Engineer requested consideration of options for 
prospecting for water in the Ben Ohau area.  It was accompanied by a copy of 
the report which had been tabled at the Twizel Community Board meeting on 
10 December 2012 and an aerial photograph showing suggested drilling Sites 
1 to 4 and geological information. 
 
Resolved that the report be received. 

Phil Rive/Elaine Curin 
 
The Mayor reported on her approach to Mat Bayliss of Meridian Energy Ltd 
for assistance from the company for project.    She circulated the confidential 
response she had received and noted that Mr Bayliss had asked the Board to 
make clear what it was requesting from Meridian. 
 
The opportunity to take water from the canals was discussed and the Asset 
Manager suggested it could be useful to quantify the treatment costs for that 
water to provide a comparison of costs with other sources. 
 
The Utilities Engineer referred to the aerial photograph and explained why he 
was recommending the sites for drilling.  He distributed information which he 
had received subsequent to writing the report – Figure 1 Location Map and 
Geological Setting and Figure 2 An Aerial View North along the Ostler Fault 
Zone along with information dated 28 January 2013 from Tim Mills, Civil 
Engineering Team Leader - Meridian Energy Ltd. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer endorsed the Utilities Engineer’s warnings that 
the chances of finding a suitable source were uncertain and noted the need for 
direction from the Board regarding where, and how many and to what depth 
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bores should be drilled.  He noted that the option of sourcing water from the 
canal remained on the table. 
 
Resolved that Meridian Energy Ltd be asked for financial assistance to fund 
the drilling of exploration bores for a new water source for Twizel - one in the 
vicinity of Site 4 and one on another site. 

Peter Bell/Kieran Walsh 
 

The Chief Executive Officer sought confirmation of the Board’s intentions for 
two scenarios: 

• should Meridian funding support be forthcoming, and  
• should Meridian support not be forthcoming. 

 
It was confirmed that: 

• two exploration bores be drilled to a depth of no greater than 100 
meters.   

• if Meridian funding support is received and the two initial exploration 
bores prove to be dry, that a further bore be drilled. 

• That if Meridian funding support is not received that only two bores 
be drilled. 

 
 3. REQUEST FOR SUPPORT – BEN OHAU GOLF CLUB: 
 

 This report from the Community Facilities Manager was accompanied by a 
request from the Ben Ohau Golf Club for sponsorship for the Ben Ohau Classic 
Golf Tournament. 

 
  Resolved: 
 

1. That the report be received. 
 

2. That a grant of $100 be given to the Ben Ohau Golf Club for sponsorship for 
the Ben Ohau Classic Golf Tournament. 

Elaine Curin/Phil Rive 
   
 3. CORRESPONDENCE FROM HIGH COUNTRY MEDICAL TRUST: 

 
  Cr Bishop noted his earlier Declaration of Interest and took no part in the 

discussion of the report. 
 
  This letter to the Mayor from the High Country Medical Trust dated 9 December 

2012 sought funding and support from the Council for the building of a new 
medical centre in Twizel. 

 
  The Community Facilities Manager referred to the land leased by the Council to 

the Ben Ohau Golf Club and the proposal from the Trust that it sub-lease land 
from the Golf Club  He suggested that it would be timely for the Council to 
review the Golf Club’s lease and avoid a sub-lease situation. 

. 
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  Resolved  that the Council notes the Twizel Community Board’s support of the 
High Country Medical Trust’s application for funding and support for the 
building of a new medical centre for Twizel. 

Peter Bell/Elaine Curin 
   
 4. MARKET PLACE – BIKES, SKATEBOARDS , SCOOTERS AND DOGS: 
 
  This report from the Manager – Planning and Regulations was accompanied by a 

letter from a group of retailers in Market Place which expressed concerns about 
the riding of bicycles, scooters and skateboards in Market Place and dogs in 
Market Place. 

 
  The Community Facilities Manager advised that the road marker would be in the 

area the following month and No Dogs and No Cycling and Skateboarding signs 
could be stencilled on concrete pavements in Market Place.  

 
  It was suggested that the Twizel Area School be asked to include an article in the 

school newsletter about the 1990 Bylaw which prohibits the use of bicycles and 
skateboards in Market Place. 

 
  Resolved: 
 

1. That the report be received. 
 

2. That No Dogs and No Cycling and Skateboarding signs be stencilled on 
concrete pavements in Market Place. 

 
3. That the relocation of bike stands to more visible sites be investigated with 

the view to providing enhanced security for bicycles.  
Peter Bell/Phil Rive 

 
  The Chief Executive Officer summarised the Board’s intention to maintain the 

current level of informal community enforcement of the Bylaw and not consider 
the use of enforcement officers in the meantime. 

     
 5 APPRECIATIONS – JILL SELBIE, TWIZEL AREA SCHOOL AND HIGH 

COUNTRY MEDICAL TRUST: 
 
  The Chairman noted the letter from Jill Selbie congratulating the Board on the 

Ruataniwha lake-edge track and Twizel cycleway, and the letters of appreciation 
for the Board’s support from the Twizel Area School and the High Country 
Medical Trust. 

 
  Resolved that the correspondence be received. 

Peter Bell/Phil Rive 
 

6. WARD MEMBER’S REPORT. 
  

Cr Bishop referred to: 
• the upcoming South Island and National Rowing events to be held in 

Twizel, and  
• the absence of a Financial Report on the Agenda. 
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V GENERAL: 
 

1. Land Sales:  
 The Chairman Peter referred to the areas of Council-owned land which had been 

identified during the Plan Change 15 process as being surplus to requirements.  He 
suggested that time was right to begin marketing the land. 

 
 Resolved that it be recommended to the Council that the RES 4 Council-owned 

land in Twizel which had been identified during the Plan Change 15 process as 
being surplus to requirements, be considered for subdivision and sale. 

John Bishop/Peter Bell 
 

 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS 

THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6.00 PM 
 

CHAIRMAN:  ___________________________ 
 

DATE:   ___________________________ 
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MATTERS UNDER ACTION – TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD 
 
CHAIRMAN 
Twizel Community Board Page on Council Website 
The Chairman is invited to liaise with Council’s IT Officer regarding the development and maintenance 
of a Twizel Community Board page on Council’s website.   
 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES MANAGER  
Area Behind Tekapo Drive 

The Community Facilities Manager advised that the work was expected to be completed by 31 
January 2013. He noted there was a large quantity of mulch available for use and also an 
opportunity to screen top soil. 

 
Trees: 

• Removal and replacement of trees in the cemetery – to be undertaken in conjunction with other work 
• Removal of selected oaks in Market Place – tasked to contractor 

 
Alleyways: 

Complete fencing in the alleyways 
L & L Construction Ltd is investigating the construction of kitset fencing. 
 

Litter Bins 
The Community Facilities Manager said he had left messages with Mr Hocken to ask him for a 
contribution to the installation of litter bins but had been unable to reach him to date. 
 
Department of Conservation – Wilding Pine Spray 
Consult with DoC with regard to the use of DoC wilding pine spray for the wildings along Ohau Road 
and Ostler Road. 
Completed 
 
Market Place Signs 
Develop signs for Market Place and the Town Centre including the use of international symbols. 
Signs have been ordered from Louse Wynn of Fairlie. 
 
Security Cameras 
The Community Facilities Manager advised that two of the three cameras were functioning.  
 
ASSET MANAGER 
Ruataniwha Lakeside Proposal for a Roadway to Create access to Picnic Areas and Create 
Parking Areas 
Obtain a price for the project along with a metre rate for the fencing following which a decision could 
be made on funding and confirm arrangements with camping ground owner (Community Facilities 
Manager). 
Yet to be completed. 
 
Signage Strategy 
The Asset Manager advised that a further price for the signs had been obtained which was $1,500 
above budget. He said that if the owner of the Camping Ground agreed to contribute a third share, the 
cost to the Board could remain within budget. 
 
Market Place Upgrade – Design Review 
The Asset Manger advised that the project had been put out to tender and that two prices had been 
requested – one for completion of the project by the end of April 2013 and the other by November 
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2013. He explained that this had been done in light of recent high quotes received for some work 
because of contractors’ commitments in Christchurch and to the Genesis canal repair project. 
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MACKCENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

REPORT TO:           TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD 

SUBJECT: FINANCIAL REPORT — JANUARY 2013 

MEETING DATE: 11 MARCH 2013 

REF:               FIN 1/2/2 

FROM: MANAGER — FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

ENDORSED BY: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

Attached is the financial report for the Board for the period to January 2013, the purpose of 
which is to update Board members on the financial performance of the Twizel Community as 
a whole for that period. 

Commentary will be provided for any significant variances. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That the report be received. 

PAUL MORRIS WAYNE BARNETT 
MANAGER — FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
REPORT TO:  TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD 
 
SUBJECT:  GREENWAY TREES HALLIWELL to SIMONS STREET 
 
MEETING DATE: MONDAY 26 JUNE 2011 
 
REF:  WAS 3/6 
 
FROM:  MANAGER – COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
ENDORSED BY: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
 
Request from Kelly Taylor to remove trees from Greenway behind Simons Street  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. That the report be received  
2. That the Community Board approve the tree removal and undertake this work with 

neighbours contribution being the clean-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
GARTH NIXON         WAYNE BARNETT 
MANAGER – COMMUNITY FACILITIES            CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Email Request  
Pictures of trees 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The resident neighbouring this greenway has expressed concerns approximately two year 
ago. 
It was not follow up as the resident did not follow up with a planned meeting and there was 
no further follow up until now. 
 
The resident claims that these trees are a nuisance shading the property and dropping leaves 
and the debri from the catkins 
 
POLICY STATUS: 
 
The Tree Policy provides some guidance on this issue  
3.3  Tree Removal 
 

• Trees will not generally be removed to maintain private views, remove shading or for 
the control of leaf litter. 

• Trees that are dead, dying, or storm damaged will be removed as a priority. 
• Tree removal may be undertaken where significant public views from the road and 

footpath are compromised. 
• Tree removal may be undertaken to eliminate an ice hazard where trees shade the 

road. 
 

There is a small range of tree species that will be proactively removed due to the 
following factors: 
• rapid growth rates 
• eventual large size of the tree (in relation to the site) 
• prolific at self-seeding 
• pose a major risk when ageing 
• often colonise or grow on inappropriate sites 
• considered a pest plant 

 
4.0 Cost recovery for Discretionary Work, Storm Damage and Potential 

Hazards 
 
Where Council agrees that a tree is blocking a view, or shading a property by the occupier of 
the property and Council carries out work on the tree the following criteria will apply to cost 
recovery for the work: 
 
4.1 Full cost recovery 
Re-instatement of views where this is considered to be work of a discretionary nature. 
Mitigating the effects of shading where this is considered to be work of a discretionary 
nature. 
Cost recovery, will be agreed to by both parties before work commences. 
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4.2 No cost recovery 
 
Essential work to mitigate an actual or potential hazard. 
 
4.3 Ability to waive cost recovery 
 
Council will consider the following factors when exercising discretion in relation to cost 
recovery, or the requirement to mitigate a nuisance: 

• the level of direct benefit to the applicant or Council as a result of the work 
• the priority or the need for the work. 
• The need for assistance as determined by the Community Board or Council 

 
4.4 Replacement Planting  
 
Where the work is of a discretionary nature and cost recovery is appropriate, Council may 
also require an additional contribution for replacement planting.  Replacement of trees by the 
applicant will not generally be considered due to the ongoing maintenance requirement. 
 
5.0 Tree management 
 
5.1 Shading and re-instatement of views 
 
Council will be a ‘good neighbour’ and will assess Council owned trees, and undertake work 
to mitigate a nuisance as defined by The Property Law Act 1975 in response to requests from 
the occupiers of properties that are affected by trees on reserves. The cost of the work will be 
recovered in accordance with this policy. 
 
The following factors determine the significance of the issue and will be considered when 
making decisions on requests for work on trees from the public or a landowner/occupier: 

• The wider community’s interests in the maintenance of an aesthetically pleasing 
environment. 

• The value of the tree as a public amenity, including the ability to provide shelter from 
wind, 

• The likely effect (if any) of the removal or trimming on ground stability or the 
stability of other trees. 

• The historical, cultural, botanical or scientific significance (if any) of the tree. 
• The length of time the property owner has resided in the property. Often the applicant 

has recently purchased the property and was aware of the trees at the time of 
purchase. 

 
Council will give full consideration to residents’ concerns 
 
 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF DECISION REQUESTED: 
  
Considered to be a routine decision 
 
ISSUES AND OPTIONS: 
 
Decline the request and do nothing  
Allow the resident to fell the trees 
Fell the trees and get the resident to undertake the clean up 
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CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Legal Considerations: 
N/A 
Financial Considerations: 
 
As the resident has offered to remove these trees there would be no cost to the removal these 
trees with the exception of the stumps removal  
 
Other Considerations: 
 

The trees in question a group of Silver birch none of which are particularly good specimens 

Being on the eastern side of the property the will reduce the amount of morning sun the 
property gets. 

All deciduous trees lose their leaves and can be a nuisance. This combined with the catkins 
compounds the issue. 

 

These particular tree are not magnificent specimens and are a common tree 

. 

 

ASSESSMENTS OF OPTIONS: 
 
Do nothing would further frustrate the resident as the trees are causing a nuisance and will 
only get bigger and cause further issues. 
 
Allowing the resident to fell the trees subject to the resident satisfying  council  of their 
ability to undertake this work and clean up after 
 
Felling the trees on a shared cost basis would require an agreement from the neighbours. As 
the issue is nuisance I think it is reasonable for the Community Board to meet some of the 
costs of this work.  By undertaking the felling work we eliminate some of the risks associated 
with untrained people felling trees on our property. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The trees are causing a nuisance by impacting on the neighbours property. 
 
This problem will only get worse with time and potentially cause greater harm. 
The Community Board should remove these trees with a shared cost or input from the 
neighbours.   
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MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
REPORT TO:  TWIZEL COMMUNITY BOARD  
 
SUBJECT:  TWIZEL PUBLIC TOILETS 
 
MEETING DATE: 11 MARCH 2013  
 
REF:  WAS 3/6 
 
FROM:  MANAGER – COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
ENDORSED BY: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
 
To confirm the Twizel Community Board recommendation on a way forward with the 
proposed new Twizel Public Toilets to Council.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. That the report be received  
 

2. That the Twizel Community Board recommends to Council that they proceed to tender 
for the new toilets using the preferred design by DLA Architects. 
 

3. That the Twizel Community Board recommends to Council that Council make 
provision for the additional funding required and that any unspent capital be carried 
over to the next financial year.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
GARTH NIXON     WAYNE BARRNET 
MANAGER – COMMUNITY FACILITIES            CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
In the Long term Plan Council Made provision for new public toilets in Twizel with an initial 
estimate of $200,000 
The proposed new toilets for Twizel were advertised last year as requests for proposal. 
 
I received two proposals for consideration.  One from DLA Architects and the other from 
Draftline.   
 
The Community Board has met with both Designers and discussed both proposals.  
  
Estimates provided for both proposals exceed $300,000 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Both designs are functional public facilities and costs are comparable. My take from these 
meetings with the Architects is that the community board has a clear preference for one 
design over the other. 
Because of the limited interest and comparable pricing it is difficult to include a competitive 
pricing in that process and potentially limit the design.  As such I propose that the Council 
engage the preferred architect as engineer to the project to complete the design and 
specification and then Council let tenders to build this specific building. 
 
There was previously significant interest in the public toilets in Twizel. I propose that given 
Council approval then the model and plans be put on display in the Council Office in Twizel 
 
Financial considerations 
 
The Council has allocated $ 200,000 this financial year for this project and this work will not 
be completed this financial year. 
Initial estimates suggest that the project will exceed $300,000 so additional funding will be 
required. 
This toilet and other public toilet improvements are funded from the general rate and not the 
Township account. They will be funded through the newly formed,  Toilets Capital reserve 
which will be drawn down to build these toilets and then repaid through their depreciation 
over time. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
That the DLA Architect’s proposal is the preferred design and that Council be requested  to 
engage  Murray Ackroyd to complete the design and specifications in preparation for putting 
this work out to tender. 
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