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Citizenship Ceremony
A Citizenship Ceremony took place on Tuesday 
18 August 2026 at Mackenzie Community Centre, 
Fairlie, welcoming new citizens to New Zealand 
and the Mackenzie District.

Citizenships were presented to Jolene Tanner 
(Australia), Niamh Doherty (Ireland), Charles Aho 
(Tonga) and Lisa North (Australia).

At the Council Meeting on 25 August the elected members 
made a number of key decisions.

Bylaws
Council bylaws must be reviewed within statutory timeframes. 
The General Bylaw sets out provisions that are common to, 
and form part of, all Mackenzie District Council bylaws 

At the meeting on 25 August, Councillors adopted a draft 
updated General By-Law 2026 for community engagement.  

Councillors also endorsed the following drafts for community 
engagement: Dog Control By-law & Policy, Keeping of 
Animals/Bees/Poultry By-law, and Mobile Shops and Traders 
By-law. The results of consultation, and any recommended 
amendments, will be reported back to Council by November.

Electoral Voting System for the 2028 Local 
Government Elections
The Local Electoral Act 2001 gives local authorities and their 
communities the choice of using either the First Past the Post 
(FPP) or Single Transferable Vote (STV) electoral system for 
local elections. 

Councillors voted to continue using the first-past-the-post 
electoral system for the 2028 and 2031 local government 
elections.

Future Delivery of Community Development 
Services
Following the resignation of the Community Advisor – Projects 
and Funding, Council considered the level of service they 
wanted to provide in this area (the Team Leader Community 
Development position was previously disestablished. 

At this meeting, the elected members decided the following:

•	 Council directed the Chief Executive and the General 
Manager of Community Development to enter into 
negotiations with the Fairlie Resource Centre and Twizel 
Community Care Trust to establish a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) for the delivery of community 
development and grants administration services, and to 
report back to Council with a proposed MOU, funding 
arrangement, and service scope.

•	 Council resolved to retain the Mayor’s Task Force for Jobs 
service under the current arrangements.

•	 Council retains responsibility for administering the 
heritage grants, and community boards continue to 
manage their own community board grants.

•	 Council directed the Chief Executive to bring a direction-
of-travel paper on library services, including the Twizel 
Library transition arrangements, to a Council workshop for 
separate consideration.

Creative Communities Scheme —  
AHU Community Trust Additional Funding
Ahu Community Trust has offered to provide approximately 
$4,000 in additional funding to supplement the Creative 
Communities Scheme currently administered by Mackenzie 
District Council. 

Decision: Council accepts AHU Community Trust’s offer 
to provide approximately $4,000 in additional funding to 
supplement the Creative Communities Scheme, subject to 
their agreement to work with third parties.

Twizel Heritage House
The heritage house and garage in Twizel were relocated to 
Council land in 2022, and the intention was that it be vested 
in Council. That was not completed at that time and so at the 
meeting this week, Council approved the vestment of the 
house and garage.

Council also requested a further discussion take place on 
the broader plan for the area, including the upkeep and 
maintenance of the site, potentially via an MOU with the Twizel 
Heritage Group, to be brought back to a Council workshop.
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Mackenzie Grant 
Finder
Looking for funding opportunities? 
Go to mackenzie.govt.nz/grantfinder

Did you know?
You can now watch Mackenzie 
District Council meetings live 
online.

If you miss the livestream, you 
can find the videos and catch 
up on our website. Look for the 
meeting details on our Meetings 
and Agendas section 
of the website at 
mackenzie.govt.nz > 
Council > Meetings 
and Agendas

September 2026

Connect with us
If you’re looking 
for new career 
opportunities 
surrounded by wide-
open spaces and 
stunning landscapes, connect with 
us at careers.mackenzie.govt.nz.

Dates of upcoming meetings
Date Meeting Time* Location

Tuesday  
8 September

Extraordinary Council Meeting 
Council Chambers, Fairlie

9:00am Fairlie

Tuesday  
8 September

Council Workshop 
Council Chambers, Fairlie

10:00am Fairlie

Tuesday  
15 September

Finance Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers, Fairlie

9:00am Fairlie

Tuesday  
15 September

Council Workshop 
Council Chambers, Fairlie

10:30am Fairlie

Monday  
21 September

Tekapo Community Board Meeting	
Lake Tekapo Community Hall	

3:00pm Tekapo

Tuesday  
22 September

Council Workshop 
Council Chambers		

10:00am	 Fairlie

Tuesday  
29 September

Audit and Risk Committee Meeting	
Twizel Community Lounge	  

9:00am Twizel

Tuesday  
29 September

Council Meeting	  
Twizel Community Lounge	

10:00am Twizel

The public are welcome to attend meetings. Occasionally times and venues change 
so please call and check beforehand. There is a public forum at the beginning of each 
Council and Community Board meeting and members of the public are invited to 
address Elected Members on relevant matters. 

Agendas for scheduled meetings are available two days before the meeting (with the 
exception of late papers, which are added to the agenda when available). Agendas for 
extraordinary meetings are made available as soon as practicably possible. (Extraordinary 
meetings are meetings held outside the published meeting schedule and are called when a 
decision cannot wait until the next scheduled meeting).

Once published, agendas are available at  
mackenzie.govt.nz > Council > Meetings and Agendas

* The length of the meeting will depend on the agenda.

MyMDC
MyMDC is the online portal for Council 
services.

A MyMDC account will let you report a 
problem with a council service or facility 
directly from your device. We will also then 
be able to update you with the progress of 
your request.

All you need for a MyMDC account is an email address and password.

Sign up to MyMDC at mackenzie.govt.nz/mymdc

Report an issue or problem?
Contact us on 0800 685 8514, email info@mackenzie.govt.nz  
or use MyMDC - mackenzie.govt.nz/mymdc


