
 

 
 
 
 

TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS OF THE 

MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 

Membership of the Mackenzie Forestry Board: 
Cr Graham Smith (Chairman) 

Cr Noel Jackson 
Cr Evan Williams 

Cr Murray Cox 
 
 
 

Notice is given of the meeting of the Mackenzie Forestry Board 
to be held on Tuesday September 1, 2015, following the 

completion of the Finance Committee Meeting. 
  

 
VENUE:    Council Chambers, Fairlie. 

 

BUSINESS:   As per agenda attached 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

WAYNE BARNETT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
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MACKENZIE FORESTRY BOARD 

Agenda for Tuesday, September 1, 2015,  

 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
     
MINUTES: 
  Confirm and adopt as the correct record the minutes of the Mackenzie 

Forestry Board meeting held on March 17, 2015.  
   

REPORTS: 
1. Financial Report (attached). 
2. Forestry Manager’s Reports: February 2015 – May 2015 (attached). 
3. Forestry Board Valuation to June 30, 2015 (attached). 

 
   

 
ADJOURNMENTS: 10.30am - Morning Tea 
   12pm - Lunch 
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MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MACKENZIE FORESTRY BOARD 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, FAIRLIE, ON MONDAY, 

MARCH 17, 2015,  AT 8.58 AM 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Cr Graham Smith (Chairman) 
Cr Murray Cox 
Cr Noel Jackson 
Cr Evan Williams (arrived at 9.15) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 Claire Barlow (Mayor) 
 Wayne Barnett (Chief Executive)  
 Paul Morris (Manager – Finance and Administration)  
 Kevin O’Neill (Forestry Manager) 
 Julie Jongen (Committee Secretary)  
 Cr Russell Armstrong arrived 9.30 
 Cr James Leslie arrived 9.39 
  
  
APOLOGIES: 
 There were no apologies.   
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
VISITOR: 
 Peter Bradley, Consultant for Glenrock Wildings Trees 
 
MINUTES: 
 

 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Mackenzie Forestry Board 
held on October 16, 2014, including such parts as were taken with the public 
excluded, be confirmed and adopted as the correct record of the meeting.  

 
Murray Cox/Noel Jackson 

 
Kevin O’Neill thanked Terry O’Neill for the maps.  Woodburn is not in these maps 

maybe we can get a copy from Council. 
 
Community Board raised concerns about fire risks with motorbikes and walking 

tracks in theTekapo Forestry block. 
  
Wayne confirmed Garth Nixon is actioning points above so signage is been 

organised. 
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REPORTS: 
 
FORESTRY MANAGERS REPORT NOVEMBER 2014 – JANUARY 2015:  
 

The Forestry Manager’s report is included with the agenda.  
Kevin O’Neill mentioned that they are half way through their thinning 
programme but due to dry conditions has been held up. Mackenzie would 
require a lot more rain before work could commence there. Graham Smith 
spoke how everyone was been on high alert due to 2 fires near by the 
plantations. 
 

Resolved that the report be received 
Noel Jackson/Graham Smith 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT – JANUARY 2015: 
 
 The Finance Manager spoke on his report.   
 
            Resolved that the report be received 

Graham Smith/Murray Cox 
 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

1. Wildings - Kevin O’Neill introduced Peter Bradley, supervisor and director 
of Glenrock Station.  Glenrock station has an extreme issue with wilding 
pines and are requesting that they work together with council to control 
these issues.  There is a problem at top of Mt Edwards and for the last 5 
years have been trying to control with Ecan.  The last 3 years Glenrock 
Station have spent $160,000, and looking forward it is estimated a further 
$750,000 will be the costs to get them back under control.  There is an 
area of 150-200 hectares of seedling pines and to spray it is a cost of 
approximately $2200 a hectare. Department of conservation, Ecan and 
leasees are working together. 
Burkes Pass also has an area of concern.  Blocks on the right and left are 
council properties.  2 years ago there was a joint effort with rabbit control 
and the station costs were $75,000, rabbits now under control.   
Glenrock budget between $60,000 - $80,000 thousand a year and Ecan 
match dollar for dollar but require funding from LINZ and need assistance 
from Council.  Peter said he is trying to build a relationship with all parties 
as the station cannot manage this alone.   
Glenrock station have hired a rabbit controller who is living on the property 
and is taking out about 300 rabbits a month.  ECan are assisting in some 
ways with rabbit control. 
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Graham Smith commended Glenrock for what they are trying to do, but 
they are not the only farm with this issue. 
Mayor Barlow said Peter’s visit has highlighted the urgency for assistance. 
 

Resolved that this matter be taken to council as the Forestry 
board is concerned and need a report from council. 
 

Murray Cox/Noel Jackson 
 

 
2. Lease Grazing - Kevin spoke about 3 blocks that are running fine. 
 

Resolved that any grazing alongside highways must have 
suitable fencing at the expense of the leasee.  

 
Evan Williams/Murray Cox 

 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Cr Noel Jackson spoke about concerns with forestry blocks adjacent to Graham 
Pages land and feels that what has been done is different to what was discussed.  
He feels that if someone wants to channel water out of a forestry block it should 
come to the Forestry Committee and not be done by a couple of people. 
Cr Graham Smith responded that himself and Kevin made the decision as they 
believed it was an operational decision.  
Cr Noel Jackson questioned why did the water have to come from the forestry block 
and why didn’t it come from the paddock.  Kevin’s response was it needed to be in 
the forestry block so there was enough fall for  the water. 
They had been told they needed to get consent from the water users but it appears 
this wasn’t done. 
Cr Murray Cox said he believes Mr Gidings will be in touch with Cr Noel Jackson. 
Cr Noel Jackson questioned if some of the blocks that are costing council expense 
could be leased, this land is reserve land.   
The Board will look at this further down the track. 
 
 

THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.49am 
 

 CHAIRMAN:   
 
  DATE:  ____________________________________ 
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MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
 
REPORT TO:  FORESTRY BOAD 
 
SUBJECT:  FINANCIAL REPORT – JUNE 2015 
 
MEETING DATE: 1 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
REF:  FIN 1/2/3 
 
FROM:  MANAGER – FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
 
Attached is the financial report for the Forestry Board for the period to June 2015, 
the purpose of which is to update Board members on the financial performance of 
the Forestry Board as a whole for that period.  
 
Commentary will be provided for any significant variances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. That the report be received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PAUL MORRIS        
MANAGER – FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION  
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Kevin O’Neill’s Time & Travel Log 

February 2015 
 

February 
 2015 

Hrs Kms Details 

3 4.5 57 Don and I met Kurt Crisp at Woodburn and did plots 9 on the flat trees 
11-12 metres high and plot 3 on the hill where trees are 15-16 metres 
high.  Trees are 15 years old.  Also looked at wildings at Burkes Pass.  
Don estimated he could clear the sunny face on Rollesby for about 
$600.00.  Reported back to Terry. 

5 2  January Forestry Report. 

12 5.5 39 Did plots 6,7,8 at Woodburn.  Trees 13 yrs old.  10.5-13.0 metres high 
being thinned to about 650-700 stems per ha. 

15 3 27 Pauline Jackson rang about grazing the plantation beside them.  
Drought conditions, so checked on Council water race coming through 
Cabuie.  Cleaned two floodgates and one roadside to ensure water gets 
to downstream users. 

16 5.5 36 Visited Kurt Crisp at Woodburn.  Assessed the block they are thinning, 
decided to taper off thinning where wilding Radiata are too thick to be 
economic to thin.  Also if we were to thin it would leave those left 
vulnerable to the strong nor west that comes over the range behind, 
causing a down draft where usually you would expect it to be quite 
sheltered.  So, we have Douglas fir intermingled with radiate wildings. 
Where the Radiata is too thick we will go for wood per hectare rather 
than quality logs.  About ¾ of the block will be thinned. 
Checked the Jackson block, maybe could take light grazing.  Trees are 
1.5-2.5 metres high.  Notified Jacksons they are to tell me when stock 
are put in the block so as we can keep an eye out for signs of damage. 
Met with Don Willetts, he would like a row of trees taken out which are 
planted within two to three metres of the boundary at Woodburn.  He 
also enquired about grazing of the Woodburn Block. 

18 1.5 37 Took Mayor Claire to view thinning operations at Woodburn and meet 
the contractors. 

23 5 42 Visited Woodburn to check on progress of thinning.  Walked the 
plantation to check how far to continue into the wildings.  Decided on 
two more days work. 
Met Don Willets and cut out a number of trees too close to the 
boundary. 
Reported progress back to Terry and Graham Smith. 

27 1  Spoke with Peter Bradley about wildings on Glenrock and Holbrook.  
Informed him of Forestry Board Meeting on 17 March.  Did an exercise 
on cost of thinning at Woodburn compared to Cabuie. 
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28   Terry asked me to go to Fox Peak to see if trees planted before we 
bought the land are ready for thinning.  They were planted in 2000 and 
need to be 9-12 metres in height with up to 2/3 dieback. 

    

    

    

    

    

TOTALS 28 238  
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Kevin O’Neill’s Time & Travel Log 

March 2015 
 

March 
 2015 

Hrs Kms Details 

2 4 42 At Don Willetts request on behalf of Peter Anderson, walked the 
boundaries of Woodburn East with an eye to leasing out for grazing.  
Nearly 900 metres up roadside that would need fencing plus big 
floodgate up the top end unless the fence was continued along the top 
track required another 400 metres of fence.  Would need permission 
also from Stanton Station who own some of the area inside the river 
boundary fence. 
Spoke with Mayor Claire about her meeting with LINZ and DOC on 
wilding tree policy. 
Spoke with Nick Leguard and Don McConnochie about wilding tree 
policies.  

10 1 5 Inspected the re-routed water race from Pages plantation to give water 
to two extra paddocks of Pages lease area. 

17 1  Forestry Board Meeting. 

26 6 67 Don and I to Fox Peak where the top of the block is 800 metres above 
sea level.  Trees are 8-11 metres high with only a few areas where trees 
are thicker showing any dieback.  So , maybe 1-2 years away from 
thinning, depending on annual growth. 

30 1  Had a call from Andrew Holmwood from Cannington, he has been 
contacted by Alpine wanting to cut trees away from powerlines in two 
weeks.  Contacted Terry to get up to date prices from Shaun Sloper.  
Informed Graeme Paul and Wayne.  Terrys old estimate was about 
$4,000 nett. 

31   Had a visit from Ian Robertson about getting a permit to recover 
firewood from thinnings at Woodburn.  Ian to contact Andrew Hurst for 
his permission as well. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

TOTALS 13 
 

114  
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Kevin O’Neill’s Time & Travel Log 

April 2015 
 

April 
 2015 

Hrs Kms Details 

2 4  Received message from Zac Robinson (the new Alpine man responsible 
for trees near powerlines) that he wants to start taking trees near 
powerlines down at Cannington. 
Terry requested me to define boundary between Andrew Holmwood 
and Council at Cannington Plantation. 
Responded to Pauls request after making enquiries as to price per 
hectare to clear stumps and slash per hectare at Woods Plantation, 7-
8000 per ha.  Better to perhaps sell as a going concern.  Terry offered to 
do a desk top valuation if required. 

7   Received a call from Zac Robinson to say he is on his way to start taking 
down trees near lines at Cannington.  Told him to start on Andrew 
Holmwoods plantation just until I can get the go ahead from Council for 
our block. 

 3  Office work. 

8 2.5 67 Met with Zac Robinson for the first time, also Andrew Holmwood and 
Graeme Smith to discuss the way forward in co-operation with Andrew 
and Alpine.  Marked again for second time boundary line between 
Andrew and Council so as harvesters can identify each others logs. 

20   Zac Robinson rang to see where we are as to starting logging at Cave.  
Riki Cook – head of logging gang of Point Lumber says he is two weeks 
away. 

24 .5  Met with Kurt Crisp about progress on thinning at Simons Hill. 

29   Zac Robinson rang to say he will email me sites where trees need 
attention along Holden and Lilybank Roads. 
Met with Suzy Ratahi about same. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

TOTALS 10 67  
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Kevin O’Neill’s Time & Travel Log 

May 2015 
 

May 
 2015 

Hrs Kms Details 

4 8 87 Visited Simons Hill.  Did diameter, tree heights and numbers of trees 
per hectare on plots 5,7,8 and 9 already thinned.  Plots 1, 2,3,4 and 6 
will be thinned in May, weather permitting.  Trees are 20 years old, 11-
12.5 metres high on the flat at the bottom of the hill and 10-11 metres 
higher up the hill.  The stocking rate is a little high, but Don and I both 
think the higher stocking rate for the area is wise. 
Inspected the new boundary fence alignment with Simons Pass.  Two 
heaps of netting left on our track.  Suzy will contact Simons Pass 
Manager to get it removed. 

7 2  Received written quote from Shaun Sloper of $10,000 plus GST nett of 
roading access and traffic control for Cannington plantation.  Seems a 
good price as Terry estimated $4,000.00. 
Answering rate payer enquiries about sale of forestry. 

10 1/2  Rate payer enquiries about forestry sale. 

12 2 
1/2 

 Rang Kurt Crisp, he has started thinning Radiata pine today at Cave.  It 
will be second week in June before he gets back to continue at Simons 
Hill. 
Laurie Williams rang about too many stock in the trees at Fox Peak.  He 
says fences and flood gates need maintenance carried out.  Rang Sam 
Bell.  Cattle will be moved out on Sunday 17 May 2015.  This duly 
happened. 
Invoices and office work. 

13 1 
1/2 

 Terry rang for me to contact Shaun Sloper, re boundaries of the tree 
block at Cannington as he is now offering only $5,000.00 as a nett sum 
because he understood we owned part of the younger plantation 
belonging to the neighbouring farmer.  These trees have a better value 
at the moment as post material is worth more than export logs at 
present.  Contacted Shaun, Andrew Holmwood and Graeme Smith. 

14 2  Spoke with Wayne, Paul, Terry about Cannington. 
Spoke with Suzy, Nathan about netting and turf left on our forestry 
track from Simons Pass development next door.   
Invoices and office work. 

18 1 
1/2 

 Visited Shaun Sloper at Point Lumber.  His logging gang was ready to 
start at Cannington but the two men who have to sign off the work are 
on holiday for the week.  Asked why if they are away for a week why 
will it be two weeks before they start.  Was told it will still need a week 
after they return.  Informed Andrew Holmwood, Graeme Smith and 
Council staff. 
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19 4 
1/2 

 February, March and April Forestry reports. 

20   Rang Terry to inform him of further delay in logging, also inform him of 
the request from Shaun Sloper to invoice Point Lumber for $5000.00 + 
GST.  Pauline to action this. 
Received letter from Ian Robertson thanking me for permission to take 
firewood from Woodburn. 

22 3  Collated plot results from plots 5,7,8 and 9 from Simons Hill and sent to 
Terry.  Trees are 20 yrs old average diameter at breast height.  15.5-
25.5 cm are height 9.8.12.8 metres.  Plots done at Fox Peak to see if 
trees are ready to thin.  They are 8-11 metres high with only a few 
patches showing dieback where the trees are thicker.  Trees will need 
to be 9-12 metres high and showing up to 2/3 dieback.  Top of the block 
is 800 metres above sea level. 
Meet with Sam Bell regarding complaint from Laurie Williams and 
spraying required to be done by Ecan. 

29 1  Kurt Crisp finished thinning Radiata at Cave along highway 8 from 
Nelsons Road to where the train used to cross the road. 
Receiving more calls about the sale of forestry land. 

    

    

    

TOTALS 26 
1/2 

87  
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2015-09-01 forestry valuation 

MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
 
REPORT TO:  FORESTRY BOARD 
 
SUBJECT:  FORESTRY VALUATION TO 30 JUNE 2015 
 
MEETING DATE: 1 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
REF:   
 
FROM:  MANAGER FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
To inform Council of the valuation of its forestry assets at 30 June 2015. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. That the report be received and the content noted. 

 
 

 
 
PAUL MORRIS 
MANAGER FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
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2015-09-01 forestry valuation 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Forestry valuation as at 30 June 2015 prepared by Terry O’Neill, District Forester, 
Ashburton District Council. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Each year, Council is provided with an estimate of the value of the forestry assets 
owned by Council. 
 
The current valuation shows Council forestry holding to be $2.812M – up $0.563M on 
last year. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF DECISION: 
The decision is not considered to be significant.  
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