
 

MACKENZIE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ASSET AND SERVICES 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, FAIRLIE, ON 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015, AT 9.35PM 
 
PRESENT: 

Cr James Leslie (Chairman) 
Cr Evan Williams 
Mayor Claire Barlow 
Cr Graham Smith 
Cr Murray Cox 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 Wayne Barnett, Chief Executive 

Bernie Haar, Asset Manager 
Suzy Ratahi, Roading Manager 
Geoff Horler, Utilities Manager 
Angie Taylor, Solid Waste Manager 
Daniel Naude, Road Safety Coordinator 
Arlene Goss, Committee Secretary  

  
APOLOGIES: 

 
Apologies were received from Cr Russell Armstrong and Cr Noel Jackson. 

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
  
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
ROAD SAFETY COORDINATORS REPORT: 
 

Daniel Naude was present to speak to his report on road safety attached at 
page 17 of the agenda. The chairman welcomed him to the meeting.  
 
Daniel Naude tabled a handout called “Overall Crash Statistics” which is an 
attachment to these minutes. He said his main concern is the serious crash 
rate, which is rising, along with minor injury crashes which are also on the rise.  
 
The majority of crashes are single driver crashes with people leaving the road. 
He asked Council to continue to take road safety seriously.  
 

Resolved that the report be received.  
Mayor/Cr Cox 

MINUTES: 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Asset and Services 
Committee held on July 23, 2015, including those parts taken in public 
excluded, be confirmed as an accurate record. 

Cr Smith/Mayor 
 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Extraordinary Asset and 
Services Committee held on August 11, 2015, including those parts taken in 
public excluded, be confirmed as an accurate record. 

Cr Smith/Mayor 



 

ASSET MANAGERS MONTHLY REPORT:  
 

The purpose of this report was to update the Asset and Services Committee on 
the progress on various projects and also on the normal operation of the 
department for the past month.  
 
The following matters of action were raised in the discussion of this report: 
 
The Asset Manager would like to have a formal opening ceremony for the 
Twizel water upgrade in October and will talk further to the chairman about this.  
 
Suzy Ratahi spoke regarding Goodman’s Bridge and will bring a full report to 
the next committee meeting with options. She suggested turning the bridge into 
pedestrian access only. Staff have not yet talked to the landowner about it. The 
bridge engineer will do a drawing of what she suggests. The committee agreed 
that Suzy Ratahi should talk to the landowner. Crs Smith and Williams agreed 
to be involved in the discussions.  
 
Suzy Ratahi showed a video of Gudex Road highlighting mud on the road from 
one farm property which has been the subject of a complaint. The farmer is 
also using the roadside for storage. Councillors agreed the situation needed to 
be addressed and Suzy Ratahi was asked to work with the farmer on resolving 
this.  
 

Daniel Naude left the meeting at 10.32am. 
 
Geoff Horler spoke to his report and answered questions.  
 
Then Angie Taylor spoke to her report. The chairman asked that a letter of 
thanks be sent to Tony LeBrun who is leaving Envirowaste and has been in 
charge of Council’s waste contract since 2011. The Mayor offered to send this 
letter. 
 

Resolved that the report be received. 
Cr Cox/Cr Smith 

 
SEALING PAST HOUSES REPORT:  

 
The purpose of this report was to advise the Asset and Services Committee on 
issues with the current Sealing Past Houses Policy. Suzy Ratahi spoke on this. 
The Asset team will come back with a draft policy on dust suppression at a later 
meeting. 
 

Resolved: 
 

1. That the report be received. 
Cr Williams/Mayor 

 
2. That the Sealing Past Houses Policy be abandoned effective 1st 

September 2015 and Council staff be instructed to draft a new “Effective 
Dust Suppressant Policy” to be reviewed by the Assets and Services 
Committee. 

Cr Smith/Cr Williams 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11.02am for morning tea and reconvened at 11.15am. Suzy 
Ratahi left the meeting at 11.02am. 

 
 

 



 

TWIZEL WWTP UPGRADE – ALTERNATIVE LAND DISPOSAL AND COSTS:  
 

The purpose of this report was to provide the Assets and Services Committee 
with an update of the disposal options for the Twizel waste water treatment 
options in light of recent estimates based on the completed designs.  
 
Cr Smith questioned the costs of the project. The chief executive said there is 
an option for staging the work to reduce the cost and it would be worth looking 
at. This would put the job within budget.  
 
Cr Cox questioned whether the design was appropriate. Are we accepting a 
sub-standard design because of the price and is it being peer reviewed? The 
chief executive said it has not been peer reviewed. Regarding the design, the 
chief executive said the permeability of the ground made the most difference on 
the price. An infiltration test showed infiltration rates were higher than expected 
so area required was less. Utilities manager Geoff Horler said the option of 
using basins made maintenance easier in the long term.  
 
 

Resolved: 
 

1. That the report be received. 
Mayor/Cr Cox 

2. That Option 1 be confirmed as the method of effluent disposal for the 
Twizel Oxidation Ponds 

Mayor/Cr Cox 
 
 
The meeting adjourned for lunch at 11.34am and reconvened at 12.39pm. 
 
PUBLIC EXCLUDED: 
 

  Resolved that the public, be excluded from the following part of the 
proceedings of this meeting namely: 

 
1. Tender for the drive booster shed construction and pump 

installation.  
2. Public excluded minutes Asset and Services July 23. 
3. Public excluded minutes Asset and Services August 11. 
 

General subject of 
each matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing 
this resolution in 
relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48(1) for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Tender for the drive 
booster shed 
construction and pump 
installation. 

Commercial Sensitivity 48(1)(a)(i) 

Public excluded 
minutes Asset and 
Services July 23 

Enable commercial 
negotiations 

48(1)(a)(i) 

Public excluded 
minutes Asset and 
Services August 11 

Enable commercial 
negotiations 

48(1)(a)(i) 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a)(i) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 
6 or Section 7 of that Act, which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting in public are as follows: Tender for the Drive booster 



 

shed construction and pump installation under section 2(b)(ii) , Public excluded minutes July 23 
and August 11 under section2(i).  
 

Mayor/Cr Smith 
 

The Asset and Services Committee resumed in open meeting. 
 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE 
CHAIRMAN DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 12.56pm 

 
 

 CHAIRMAN:   
 
  DATE:  ___________________________________ 
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